Darwin Trust PhD Studentship Checklist
1. Check your eligibility for a Darwin Trust PhD studentship
Read the ‘Selection Criteria for Darwin Trust PhD Studentships tenable at the University of Edinburgh’ to make sure that you are eligible to apply for a studentship from the Darwin Trust.

Yes, I am eligible to apply


2. Find a PhD supervisor:
First identify a member, or members, staff within the School of Biological Sciences doing research that interests you and with whom you would like to study for a PhD and the contact them to discuss the possibility of joining their research group.
You can find information about research going on in the school at  .
Information about particular research projects available for 2027 entry can also be found at PhD projects | Biological Sciences | Biology
but other projects may be available.

Yes, I have identified and spoken to a potential supervisor(s).

3. Apply to the Darwin Trust
Complete the online application form and provide the information requested before the deadline of 6th January 2027, 12.00  Application form 

Yes, I have submitted the application form to the Darwin Trust

4. Send the reference request link to your referees
Send the link to the reference request form to two academics who are willing and able to support your application for a studentship making clear that they must submit their response before the deadline of 6th January 2027, 12.00 Reference Request form

Yes, I have sent the referee’s form to two referees
