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EastBio Placements Q&A Session
Online, 3 February 2026, 10:00-11:30 & 12:30-16:30
Event logistics
The session is an induction to the UKRI BBSRC/EastBio Placement scheme and is mandatory for first-year students. We encourage supervisor participation so that they can support you with this key programme requirement. If you are unable to attend, you must request an online 1-to-1 appointment with a member of the EastBio team. We want to ensure that you fully understand the Placement scheme before you set out to plan for your placement. Although the scheme is student-led, you are not permitted to start planning your placement nor contact a potential PIPS host until you have attended this session.
The session can also be attended, as a refresher, by second-year students who have been planning their placement.
The session has two parts: the introduction with Q&A (3 February, 10:00-11:30) and the Student Presentations (same day, 12:30-16:30). The student presentations are also open to students on CASE studentships. Schedule is below.
Event summary
The Q&A session provides a short introduction to the expectations and management of funded students’ placements. It covers: the context of the PIPS scheme, terms of reference, relevant timeline, support provided by EastBio and specific requirements related to formal steps, student reporting and presenting. 
To make the best of this session, come prepared! 
· consult the the PIPS Guide and EastBio Handbook
· note down any questions you have about the PIPS requirements
· have early discussions with your supervisor
· [bookmark: _Hlk180568415]post your question(s) about placements at any time on the open online form at https://tinyurl.com/3zhbba7r. Questions entered can be dealt with during the session (if you have a confidential question, please email placements@eastscotbiodtp.ac.uk instead).
Event objectives
· Provide guidance, information and support to students as they set out to organise their placement; give plenty of opportunity to ask questions, get clarifications and share any concerns early in the process
· Clarify BBSRC/EastBio expectations relating to placements and discuss flexibilities
· Boost the students’ confidence so that you can plan your placement, meet the funder’s requirements and benefit personally from the placement project and overall professional experience
· Facilitate interaction between students, academic supervisors and the EastBio team
Session feedback
2025-26 EastBio Training Feedback – Fill in form
Please complete by the 9th of February

Event Schedule
	Eastbio Placements Q&A – 3 February 2026, 10:00-11:30
Teams link: Join the meeting now
Passcode: Tc7y3kT3

	10:00-11:00
	Managing your PIPS experience: A concise introduction & Q&A Recording available
Dr Maria Filippakopoulou (EastBio Partnership Manager, University of Edinburgh)
· Objectives of the EastBio PIPS scheme
· Sourcing and planning an internship
· Approving placements and reporting on outcomes

	11:00-11:30
	Questions & Answers
You can submit early questions via https://tinyurl.com/3zhbba7r

Screen break



	EastBio Placements: Student Presentations – 3 February 2026, 12:20-16:30
same Teams link as above

	12:20
	Welcome

	12:30-16:15
	Student presentations

	12:30 -12:45
	  Amelia Newton (University of St Andrews; 2023 intake)
  Dundee Rep & Scottish Dance Theatre

	12:45-13:00
	  Ananya Hoque (University of Edinburgh; 2023 intake)
  Academy of Medical Sciences

	13.00-13.15
	  Arianna Schneier (University of Edinburgh; 2023 intake)
  Sense about Science

	13:15-13:30
	  Flora Caldwell (University of Edinburgh; 2023 intake)
The Royal Institution

	13:30-13:45
	  Christoph Wagner (University of Edinburgh; 2022 intake)
Singapore Institute for Manufacturing Technology

	13:45-14:00
	  Convenience break

	14:00-14:15
	  Melissa Ramsay (University of St Andrews; 2024 intake)
 Rothamsted Research

	14:15-14:30
	  Kaia Waxenberg (University of Edinburgh; 2023 intake)
  UK Dept of Health & Social Care (UKRI Policy Internship)

	14:30-14:45
	 Alex Reiss (University of Edinburgh; 2022 intake)
NatureScot

	14:45-15:00
	  Temitayo Ademolue (University of Edinburgh; 2022 intake)
OXITEC LTD


	15:00-15:15
	  Eleanor Birch (University of Edinburgh; 2022 intake)
Centre of Ecology and Hydrology


	15:15-15:30
	  Katie Arnton (University of Dundee; 2022 intake)
  Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew


	15:30-15:45
	   Li Veiros (University of St Andrews; 2022 intake)
 TechFest

	15:45-16:00
	  Emile Mensikova (University of Aberdeen; 2023 intake)
  Singer Instruments

	16:00-16:30
	 Wrapping up


 
Below is a list of EastBio students who have completed recently their placements and who have given their permission for EastBio to share their details so that they can be contacted to provide informal advice on their placements.
	Christoph Wagner (2022) @ christoph.wagner@ed.ac.uk
PIPS at Singapore Institute for Manufacturing Technology

	Emilien Krempf (2022) @ E.P.E.krempf@sms.ed.ac.uk
PIPS at Panora SPA, Italy (tomato breeding company)

	Isolde Marsland (2023) @ isolde.marsland@ed.ac.uk
PIPS at Campervan Brewery

	Rob Stewart (2022) @ r.f.stewart@sms.ed.ac.uk
CASE placement at PHARMAQ

	Federico De Filippi (2022) @ fdf1@st-andrews.ac.uk
PIPS at Open Science Tools Ltd.

	Zhuoen Lu (2022) @ z.lu1.22@abdn.ac.uk
PIPS at the Royal Society (UKRI Policy Internship)

	Max Charles Vallarino (2022) @ m.charlesvallarino.22@abdn.ac.uk
PIPS at CSIRO (Aqua Biotech)


 
PIPS info: https://biology.ed.ac.uk/eastbio/training/placements   
Email EastBio if you have any questions about this event.
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