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Darwin Trust of Edinburgh 
PhD Programme Reference Request Form

Please complete this form and e-mail it to Darwin.Trust@ed.ac.uk not later than
Wednesday 7th January 2026
Further information about the PhD programmes in the School of Biological Sciences can be found at:   https://www.ed.ac.uk/biology/study-with-us/postgraduate-research
	Name of Applicant:
	

	

	Referee Information

	Title (e.g. Dr)
	

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Present post
	

	

	How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity?

	

	

	Please rate the following attributes of the applicant:
	Please tick box, 1=lowest  10=highest

	
	1
Low
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
High

	intellectual ability
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	initiative
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	reliability
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	practical skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	communication skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	personal interaction
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	Please rank the applicant – are they in the top 5/10/15/25/50% of students you have known?
	5%
	10%
	15%
	25%
	50%

	please tick box
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Would you accept this person as a PhD student in your lab? 

	Please tick box
	without reservation
	
	probably
	
	perhaps
	
	no
	

	

	Letter of recommendation

	On a separate page please provide a letter of recommendation for the applicant.   
It would be helpful if you would include comments on the following:
· intellectual ability
· initiative
· reliability
· practical skills
· communication skills
· personal interactions
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