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REPORT ON EXPEDITION / PROJECT / CONFERENCE 
 
Expedition/Project/ 
Conference Title: 

 
European Mucosal Immunology Group 

 
Travel Dates: 

 
21-23rd July 2025 

 
Location: 

 
Aachen, Germany 

 
Group member(s): 

 
Vignesh Jayaraman 

 
Aims: 

1) To present my work 
2) To network and meet potential employers 
3) To learn the latest scientific findings 
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OUTCOME (a minimum of 500 words):- 
The European Mucosal Immunology Group Meeting is biennial meeting bringing together 
field leaders in mucosal immunology together. The conference was held at Aachen, 
Germany between the 21st and 23rd July. This year the conference attracted around 200 
mucosal immunologists across Europe presenting their work. The medium sized nature of 
the conference encourages mixing, networking and building one’s network. This year the 
conference also attracted field leaders like Prof Fiona Powrie and Prof Eduardo Villablanca 
who have made massive strides in understanding inflammatory bowel disease. I particularly 
enjoyed the talk by Eran Elinav whose group standardized a way to quantify the food we eat 
through our stool samples. Using this methodology, we can better our understanding of 
many food allergies and understand the causes for inflammatory bowel diseases.  
 
The conference also had a unique social event wherein they took us on a tour around 
Aachen and gave us the history of the city.  
 
My abstract got selected for a 15 min talk where I presented my PhD work understanding 
the role of Tim4 gut macrophages in wound healing. In this project I tried to understand the 
involvement of a novel sub population of macrophages during wound healing in a mouse 
model of colitis. During the 5 mins question period, the talk generated a lot of questions and 
interest in the crowd which gave me more ideas for experiments to try out. The talk was 
followed up by tea where I got a couple of Post Doc offers which brought the trip to a full 
circle. I was approached by Oliver Pabst who is a leader in oral tolerance and helped us 
understand why our gut doesn’t inflame during homeostasis under the microbial pressure. 
He took me to his lab and showed me around his group and made me an offer which I have 
to make a decision for. I also got an offer from Prof Ana-Maria Lennon-Duménil whose has 
pioneering work in colon homeostasis and utilises cutting edge imaging techniques to 
answer her research questions. I am currently in the process of analysis my opportunities 
and taking steps for my future. I was also awarded for best talk as well in this conference 
which also boosted my confidence in my ability and was certainly a cherry on top. 
 
I am very grateful to the James Rennie Bequest fund for funding my travel to this 
conference. The engagement and interest at this conference allowed me to open my 
network and my future opportunities. I also had a chance to update myself with the field and 
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its findings. The biggest attraction to this conference was the culture of trust amongst the 
people where many presented and were happy to talk about a lot of unpublished work which 
help foster collaborations and improve our understanding of our mucosal surfaces. I got the 
chance to interact with many early career researchers and gain insights for my future 
careers. I also spoke to many postdocs outside my niche and gained knowledge for potential 
post doc opportunities in their labs as I wanted to shift away from my current research. This 
conference has proved to be one of the best conferences I have attended in my PhD 
scientifically and professionally.  
 


