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	Expedition/Project/ Conference Title:
	Visiting Student Fellow at Boston University


	
Travel Dates:
	from 03/06/19 to 2/08/19


	
Location:
	Boston, Massachusetts, USA


	
Group member(s):
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Vicente Trelles Fernandez


	
Aims:
	To acquire laboratory experience and deepen my knowledge in biomedical engineering procedures


	
	

	
OUTCOME (not less than 300 words):-



My time at Dunlop’s Lab (Boston University, Biomedical Engineering Department) as a Visiting Fellow has undoubtable being one of the most prolific learning experiences I have had since I started my degree studies. By working full time at the laboratory, I have become familiar with a large number basic laboratory skills and procedures which I have never had the chance to practice during teaching labs as there were often done by technicians. These include media preparation, microscope setup, appropiate culturing times and protocols, gel preparation, creation of competent cell, and many more. In addition, I have become familiar to the specific topics I have being working with, namely CRISPRi, fluorescence microscopy, microfluidics, and bacterial gene regulation.

But my learning experience has extended farther away than the lab. The fact that I had to work in a fairly independent way on my own project has forced me to work in my planning, organizing, and data analysis skills, as well as my critical thinking on what is a viable or appropiate test to attempt. With the helpful advice of my supervisor and my lab partners, I now feel much more confident and capable in these areas, which I believe will be crucial to successful complete my Honours Project.

Finally, one last outcome I consider valuable is learning the structure and internal modus operandi of a real research lab, something I have had the chance to observe during my 2 months at Boston. From the role of the PI to how meetings are structured and new people are accepted or rejected, I have had the chance to observe a lot of things that I believe will be tremendously valuable after I finish my degree and I enter the job market.

In summary, my time as a Visiting Fellow at Boston University has given me the chance to acquire a large amount of valuable experience both inside and outside the laboratory.

This opportunity would not have been economically feasible for me and my family without the help of my sponsors, Boston University Biomedical Engineering Department and the James Rennie Bequest from the University of Edinburgh. Consequently, I would like to extend my most sincere gratitude to all the members of the Bequest committee for the trust they have laid on me and for making this incredible learning experience possible.


Page 1 of 1
