JAMES RENNIE BEQUEST
[bookmark: _GoBack]REPORT ON EXPEDITION / PROJECT / CONFERENCE

	Expedition/Project/ Conference Title:
	
Ecology & Behaviour Conference

	
Travel Dates:
	
19th–24th May 2019

	
Location:
	
Toulouse, France

	
Group member(s):
	
Tom Ratz

	
Aims:
	

1- Practicing the oral communication in a scientific context, 

	

	2- Discuss and debate my research interests with students and young researchers from different backgrounds,
3- Communicate about my work and extend my professional network.
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The 14th Ecology & Behaviour meeting (EB2019) took place during a full week and was held on the campus of the University of Toulouse, France. This conference is specifically aimed at students and young researcher working in the fields of ecology, evolutionary biology and animal behaviour. Most of the 90 delegates had the opportunity to give a presentation as the form of a 12-min oral presentation or a poster. Each session was on a specific theme, and was open and closed by a plenary talk given by a keynote speaker. This year, an impressive number of 14 keynote speakers were invited to give 45-min talks and present their research as well as give a broad perspective of their field. This was a great opportunity to learn more about new advances in ecology, evolutionary biology and animal behaviour research. In addition to the conference presentations, attendees had the possibility to join additional events organised in the evenings. These events included two interesting presentations that were organised as part of the Pint of Science festival in Toulouse, and an outreach presentation entitled “On the tracks of the Pyrenean desman”. Other scientific and social events organised during the conference included poster sessions and dinners, a gala party and hiking trips to local places of interest for all the attendees.

I presented a talk about the results of my second PhD project entitled: “Should parents reduce or increase parental care when facing infection? Parental care, immunity and response to infection in burying beetles”. This is my 5th PhD project, which sought to investigate the effects of pathogenic infections on parent-offspring interactions and parental reproductive investment. My talk mainly focused on behavioural and life-history data, showing that infected or immune challenged females maintained their care despite infection and shift reproductive investment towards current reproduction. The presentation was part of the first session on sexual selection and parental care. Following the talk, I had the chance to answer questions and have a short discuss about the model organism with participants from the audience. I also had the opportunity to discuss about my research in many other occasions with students and researchers at the conference. These discussions allowed me to get constructive comments and feedback on my presentation, and also interesting suggestions on my current project and potential future directions. This is important because it was the first time I presented the project outside my research group, which remains at an early stage and before I have started writing the draft for a thesis chapter or manuscript for future publication.

Attending the 14th Ecology and Behaviour conference in Toulouse was made possible only through the support of the School of Biological Sciences of Edinburgh and the James Rennie Bequest, for which I am very grateful. I think giving a talk and attending the meeting was useful for many reasons. It was mainly helpful to 1) reinforce my background in the fields of ecology, evolutionary biology and animal behaviour, 2) get feedback and new ideas about my current research project, and finally 3) extent my research network in my field of interest. For example, I had the opportunity to meet students working on closely related topics and arrange a future meeting at their institute to learn more about their research and meet with some of the PIs leading the lab. I am sure that all of this this will be very useful for my current PhD project, as well as preparing for a postdoctoral project and my future career, which I wish as a researcher in academia.
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